Apmém Ilanosanoe

[TOYTAJIbOH

B ropoae N., koTopblil Ha Bcex KapTax 0003Haualcs €/1Ba HPUMETHON TOUKOM,
OyITO Ky4OK IMOCTAaBUJI OCEHBIO HA OyMare KpOoIIeUHYIO 3aIsITyI0, MPOKUBAIT
noutaiboH Cemén IletpoBruy MepkyioB. bblT OH 4E€TOBEKOM HEPUMETHBIM J10
TaKOW CTENEHH, 4TO Jake COOCTBEHHBIE HOI'M, KOTJ]Ja OH BO3BPAILIAJICS C
JIEKYpPCTBA, MUHOT' 1A OTKA3bIBAIUCH €T0 ITPU3HABATh U HOPOBUJIN CIIOTKHYTHCS HA
POBHOM MECTE.

Cay>xun MepkynoB Ha IouTe TPUALATH JIET U YEThIpe roga. Tpuanare JeT HOCHUII
OH B CBOEH KOXKaHOU, CTEPTOM 10 OCIM3HBI CYMKE UyKUE PAJOCTH, UyKHE
rOpPECTH, Uy>KHE NIEPEBOBI, UY>KHE U3BELICHUS, U HA pa3y, 3aMEThTE, HU pa3y HE
MOTEPSUT HU TUChMA, HU OTKPBITKH, HU JakKe Ka3¢HHOU Oymaru ¢ rpudom
«Cpouno». Cocenu roBopwiin, 4To MepKyI0B HE CTOJIBKO XOJIUT IO 3eMJIE,
CKOJIBKO TUTBIBET HAJl HEIO, UYTh CIBIITHO MIETIECTS PA3HONICHHBIMUA OOTHHKAMU, U
YTO TOJIOC Y HEr0 TaKOW, OYJTO KTO-TO MEPECHITIAET CyXUe JTUCThS: TI-TII-1I1, TI-TI1-
1.

JKun oH npu noure, B KAMOPKE, KOTOPYIO B IIYTKY HA3bIBAJIH «AIIEHIUKCOM
31aHUs», TOTOMY YTO MPUCTPOUIIN €€ K CTEHE YK€ MOCIIE TOro, Kak camo 37aHue
3aKOHYMJIOCH U JaXKe YCIeNno coctapuTbes. KaMopka nmena 0JlHO OKHO,
BBIXO/IUBIIIEE aKKYpaT Ha KOJIOKOJBHIO MECTHOI'O coO0pa, oTyero Mepkyos
MIPOCHINAJICS. POBHO B CEMb, KOTJ]a 3BOHAph Makap, My4MMbIi XpOHUYECKUM
PAAUKYJIUTOM U JHOOOBBIO K paHHEMY 3aBTPAKy, HAUMHAI CBOU YIIPAKHEHHUS.

Bripouem, 0 MepkysoBe 1 TOBOPUTH Obl HE CTOMIIO, €ClIU O HE OJJTHO
00CTOSATETHCTBO, KOTOPOE BCKPBLIOCH JIUIITH TIOCIIE TOTO, Kak camoro CeméHa
[lerpoBrya HacTUIIIa UCTOPUS, JOCTOWHAS NIepa ecau He [ oross, To, Mo KpanHeu
Mepe, YEJI0BEKA, YMEIOLIET0 pacCKa3aTh HHTEPECHYIO UCTOPHIO.

II
Havanock 3710 B OKTSI0pe MAThAECAT BTOPOTO rojia.

OceHb cTos1a Takasi, 4TO XOTh BELIACs HA IEPBOM MOMABIIEKCS BETKE OT TOCKH.
Jloxau nunu, He nepecTanasi, 1 ropol N. nmpeBpaTuiicsi B mojo01e BeHEUaHCKOM
TOHJ0JIbI, TOJIBKO 0€3 roH1011, 0e3 Beneunu u 6e3 maneiniero HaMéka Ha Kpacory.



Fp}IBL XJIOIIaJia 110 HOoTraMu, HeOO BHCENO HH3KO, KaK IIOTOJIOK B 6aH€, H Jaxe
BOpO6I>I/I, 9THW BCYHBIC OIITUMHCTBI IICPHATOIO MHUPA, CUACIIN HAXOXJIMBIIHUCH U
INOMHHAJIU ITIOTOAY HE3JIBIMH, HO KPCIIKMMU ITUYbMMHU CIIOBaAMU.

B takyto BOT nopy u cinyunnaoch MepKynoBy HeCTH neHcHto ctapyxe Kiasauu
CrenanoBue KopoOelHUKOBOMA.

Crapyxa *xuja Ha OKpauHe, B JOMHUILKE, KOTOPBIN JEPKAJICS HA YECTHOM CJIOBE U
MAaTEpUHCKUX MONUTBax. Myx €€ momep eme 10 BOMHBI, CbIH, [I€Tp, ymén Ha
(GpOHT B COPOK MEepBOM U Tipomnalt 6e3 Bectu 1o Bszpmoit. Tak u sxuna KnaBaus
CrenaHoBHA O/1HA, € TJIa3aMU, KOTOPbIE K TOMY BPEMEHHU NIOYTH COBCEM NEPECTAIIN
BUJIETH O€JbIN CBET, HO 3aTO HAYYMJIMCh Pa3inyaTh YTO-TO APYroe, HEBEOMOE
3pssunM. OHa, HanIpuUMep, BCeraa 3Haja, KTo UAET 1Mo yiIuIle, 3a Tpu goma. 1 koraa
MepkynoB, nui€nas no jgyxam, Tpuodanxkaics K e€ KaJTuTKe, OHa YKe BbIXOAWIA Ha
KPBUIBILO, IIaps Mepe]l COO0M MaIKoil.

— Cewmén IlerpoBuu, — roBopuiia OHa, ¥ TOJIOC y HEE OB TUXHH, KaK IIOPOX
OCEHHUX JMCTHEB MOJI MOA0JIOM. — J{0AT0 1 HbIHYE 1UINA?

— Jla xak Bcerna, Knapnus CrenanoBHa, — oTBedasl MepKyJioB, BRIHUMas U3
CYMKH KOHBEPT ¢ NeHcuel. — Jloporu HeIHYE, caMUu 3HaeTe.

— 3Har, — B3abIxaja crapyxa. — A oT [leTeHbku HUYETO?

WM xaxxaplii pas, IpOU3HOCS 3TH CJI0BA, OHA TOBOPAYMBAJIa TOJOBY TaK, Oy/aATO
MOTJia pa3risaeTh 32 CIMHON MOYTaIboHa (PUTYPY B COJIATCKON IIMHEIH.

MepkyinoB msuics. TpuanaThs JieT padoThl Ha TOYTE IPUYYHIIH €r0 K TOMY, 9TO
mpaBa IITyKa Mmojie3Has, HO He Bcerna cheno0Has. [IpaBay, kak cenénky 6e3
xJjie0a, MOXKHO TIPOTJIOTHTb, TOJIBKO MOMEPXHEMTHCS.

— Her, Kitapnus CrenanoBHa, — rOBOPHII OH, NpsAYa Iiia3a. — BoiiHa KOHUMIIACK,
MOJKET, €IIE HAITUIIET.

— Hanumer, — cornamanack ctapyxa. — OH y MeHs TpaMoTHBIN Obu1. Emié mo
BOWHBI ITChbMA NTUCAJl — 3a4UTACIIbCA.

N yxonuna B 10M, Hecs mepeji Co00M MeHCHIo, Kak CBeYy.

Tak nmpomoipkanock rof, apyrou, tperun. [Ipoma ocens, npuiuia 3umMa, IOTOM
BECHA, TOTOM CHOBa OCEHb — OECKOHEUHbI KPYTOBOPOT BPEMEHHU, KOTOPOE,
Ka3aJ10Ch, 3a0bUI0 PO JOMHK Ha OKpanHe. MepKysIoB HOCUI NieHcuto, a KnaBnus
CrenanoBHa Bc€ cnpatrBaia mpo [leTeHbky.

W onHaxx b1, BEpHYBLIUCH B CBOO KaMOpKy, CeméH IleTpoBuy cen 3a cTod, gocTtan
U3 AIIKKa JINCT YUCTOW Oymaru, MakHyJ IEPO B YEPHUIIBHUILY U 3aMep.



Han ropogom N. Bucena takasi TUIIMHA, YTO OBLIO CJBIIIHO, KAK B COOOPE MBIIIN
TOYAT CTapble JOCKU. 3BOHAph Makap, 3aMy4eHHBIN paJUKyIUTOM U KU3HbIO,
JABHO CHaJl, IPUJIOKUB K MOSCHUIIE MEIHbIN nsTak. JIyHa, Kpyrias u Harias, Kak
JIMI0 TIOPEBOJIIOIIMOHHOTO TyOepHaTopa Ha mapaHOM MOPTPETE, 3arispBaia B
OKOIIIKO U, K&KETCs, HaCMeXaJsach.

MepkynoB BbIBEIN: «31paBCTBYW, MaMay.
N nomio, u moexano.

[Incan oH 10JITO, CTapaTeNIbHO, BBICYHYB A3bIK OT ycepaus. IIucan o Tom, kak [1€rp
II0Naj B TOCIUTANb, KaK €ro KOHTY3UJI0, KaK OH JJOJITO HE MOT BCIIOMHUTHh HU
aapeca, HUI MMEHH, a TeIepb BOT BCIOMHUI U cpa3y cen nucars. [Iucan npo To,
KaK KOpMSIT, PO J10OPBIX cecTép, Mpo Bpaya, MoXokero Ha YexoBa, IOMHUTE,
Mama, Bbl ke Jroomin Yexosa? [1ucan, 4To CKOpO NOMpaBUTCS U 00s13aTENBHO
IPUEIET, TOJIBKO Thl, MaMa, HE BOJIHYICS U Oeperu ceosl.

KoHnBepT oH Haznucan CBOMM OOBIYHBIM TOYEPKOM: KPYTJIbIM,
KaJUTMrpad@uueckum, KakuM TPUILATH JIET 3anoJHsI u3Belienus. U nayrpo,
Bpyuas cTapyxe MeHCHUI0, T00aBUII:

— A emé Bam, Knapansa CrenanoBHa, MUCHMEIIO.
W nipoTsiHy1 KOHBEPT.

Pyku y crapyxu 3aposxanu Tak, 970 MepKyioB ucmyraics: ypoHut. Ho ona He
ypoHwia. [Iprmkana KOHBEPT K TPY/IH, IMOTJIAAMIIA €T0 IIIePIIaBhIMU MATbIIAMH,
OyaTO KOTEHKA.

— Or [lerenbkn? — crpocuiia MENOTOM.
— Ot Hero, — KUBHYJ MepKyJioB.

W momén npoub, 4yBCTBYS CIIMHOM, KaK CTapyxa pa3pbIBaeT KOHBEPT, KAK BOJUT
IaJIbLIEM 10 CTPOYKAM, KOTOPBIC HE BUJIUT, HO KOTOPBIE YK€ 3HACT HAU3YCTh.

I
UYepes mecsi npuuuio BpeMst I HOBOTO IUCHhMA.

Mepxkynos monpo6oBai Ob110 He TucaTh. 3apekcs. Ckaszan cede: «CemEH
[TeTpoBuy, Tl cTapbiii Aypak. Thl 3aHMMaeIbCs OOT 3HAET, yeM. BBen yenoBeka B
3201y aeHue. JTO JKe YroJOBHO Haka3yeMo, eciau pazoopatscs. [loaor.
danpcudukanus. 3a 3T0, 3HaCLIb JIM, IO TOJIOBKE HE MOTIAAIT.

Ho xorna on npummén k 10MuKy Ha okpaune, KinaBaus CrenaHoBHA BbIIIA
HABCTpEYY HE C BOIPOCOM, a ¢ yiblOKoH. OHa yibpi0anack, ¥ IO y He€ ObLIO



Takoe, OyJITO BHYTPHU y HEE 3aKIJTU MAJICHBKYIO JIaMIIOUKY, KOTOPYIO HE BUJIHO
CHapy>KH, HO CBET OT HEE UAET TEIUIBIA, POBHBIN.

— Cewmén IlerpoBuu, — ckazania oHa, — a s [leTenbke oTBeT cobpaina. Bor, B
y3enouke. XJellia 1oMaliHero, cajiblia, si0Jiouek Mou€HbIX. BhI yx nepenaiire,
KaK OKa3us Oy/erT.

U cynyna emy B pyKH y3€JOK.

Mepxkynos B3su1. Kyma neBarbesi? Basun, mpunéc 1oMoi, pa3Bszait. S010ku maxim
TaK, 4To ciatoHa HaOerana. Caibilo ObLIIO PO30BOE, € MPOXKKUIIKOM, HACTOSIIEE
JIEPEBEHCKOE cano. Xieb: pKaHOU, TyIMIUCTHIH, emlé He YCTIeBIIHNI 3a4ePCTBETh.

Cemén IleTpoBuy cein u 3amiakain.

OH He MOMHMJI, KOTJIa TIJIaKall B mocliequuid pa3. Kaxercsi, B 1€TCTBE, KOra y HEro
ymepiia cobaka. Ho To Ob110 1aBHO, 1 cobaky 3Banu [llapuk, u oHa Oblia pehkas U
riynas, a 3To, cajo, si6J0ku, xyied. 1 agpecat, KOTOPBIM HE MOTYYUT HOCHUIKY.

U Torna MepkynioB Hanucaia BTOPOE MUChMO.

On mucal, 4TO MMOChUIKY IIOJY4HJI, YTO CaJI0 CBHEII, YTO SIOJIOKH 06’I>GILCHI/I€, qTo
XJ1€0 HAaITOMHUJT JCTCTBO. HI/ICH.J'I, 4TO €ro nepeBoJsiT B ﬂpyroﬁ roCimMTallib, 110/
HCHI/IHFpa,Z[, HO aapeC OH IIOTOM COO6HII/IT, a ITOKa IIMIIIHN Ha CTapBIﬁ, MNEpCIIIOT.

KnaBaus CtenaHoBHa, OJYyYUB IUCBMO, JOJT0 KPECTUIIACh U BCE Ouaroapuiia
MepkynoBa, X0Ts TOT ObLII COBEpLIEHHO HU ITpU 4€M. brarogapuna bora, 4to
yCIBIIIAT MOJMTBBI, M TIOYTY, YTO pabOTaeT UCIPABHO, U JIaXKe MPABUTEIbCTBO,
XOTS IPABUTEIIBCTBO, 10 MPABJIE CKA3aTh, «HU CHOM, HU JyXOM).

| AY
Tak v momuio.

[Tucema npuxoaunu peryisipHo. Pa3 B Mecsll, nHorna B 1Ba. MepKyJioB caenaics
3anpaBckuM counHureneM. OH npunyman lletpy xxeny, meacectpy TaHro, noTom
neren: noroakos, Komo u Manty. Tans, o ero Bepcun, okasanacb CHUPOTON U3
omokamuoro Jlennarpaaa, 1oopas, paboTsias, C KOCHYKOW IBETA CIICIION PKHU.
Ko momén B oTHa, cepbE3HbINA, rPaMOTHBIN. Maia B MaTh, XOXOTYLIKA U
NIEBYHBS.

MepkynoB Tak yBIEKCS, UTO MHOTA caM He 3aMeTuJI Obl TpaHu, OTAEISIOIEH
BBIIYMKY OT peasibHocTu. OH yxe Buen nepen codoit 3ty TaHto, BUses, Kak OHa
XJIONOYET y MEUKH, KaK MOMPaBIsieT BRIOUBIIYIOCS MPs/Ib, KaK KOPMUT JeTeH
MaHHOM Kamei. OH ciblial, kak Koibka yuuT OyKBbI, BBIBOJISI UX HA KIOYKE
Oymaru, 1 kak Maia mo€T 4yacTyIlIKH, KOTOPbIE CaMa K€ U COUYMHSET.



Crapyxa Tasina Ha ria3ax. Het, He oT 0one3Hu, ot cyacths. OHa Kak OyATO
CBETUJIACh U3HYTPH, U CBET 3TOT MPOOUBAJICS 1a’Ke CKBO3b €€ CIIETIbIE TJia3a.
Cocenu 3ameuanu: KnaBaus CrenaHoBHa nepecTtaia BRIXOJAUTh Ha KPbUIBIIO €
NaJIKOM, OHA BBIXOJUIA C yibIOKON. W maske oceHHUE M0 AM, 3TU BEUHBIE
IJTaKaJbIIMKKA PYCCKOTO 3aX0YCThsl, IEPECTaIn €€ TPEBOKUTh.

— To1 Tnsaau, — roBOopwiM 6a0B! y KosToAa, — KopobOeitnuunxa-to oxuna. ChiH,
BHIIIb, HAIIEIICS.

— Jla He Haméncsa, — oTBevyanu apyrue. — OH u He nponagan. [Ipocto paneHsii
ObL1, maMATh NoTepsul. Teneps okiIeMancs, MUIIeT.

— IIu-u-mer, — TAHYIM nepBbIE C 3aBUCTHIO.

A MepkylioB HOCHJI MUChbMa U HOCUJL. M HUKTO, 3aMeThTe, HUKTO HE JA0TaJIbIBaJICS,
YTO 3TU MUChMa BBIXOJST U3 KAMOPKH NP MOYTE, U3-3a CTOJIA C MPOAABICHHBIM
CYKHOM, U3-T10]1 TIepa YeI0BeKa, KOTOPbIA HUKOI/IA B )KU3HU HE COUMHUII J1aXKe
MO3IPABUTEIBHON OTKPBITKU O€3 o0pasla.

\%

Bcé TaiiHoe, kak U3BECTHO, CTAHOBUTCSI SIBbIO, HO SIBb 3TA MPUXOAUT OOBIYHO B
CcaMBbIi HEITOAXO AN MOMEHT U B CAMOM HEITOIXOISIIEM 00JINYbe.

B ropoa N. npuexain pesuzop. Het, He TOT, 3HAMEHUTBIN, U3 IIBECHI, & CAMBIN
OOBIKHOBEHHBIN, U3 00JIACTHOTO OYTOBOTO yrpapiieHus. GaMumus ero oblia
[[TaMuEens, 1 HOCUJI OH HOCHJT OYKH, KOTOPBIE TO U JEJ0 MPOTUPAIT IUITATOYKOM,
OTYETO Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH BCE BpEMS IIJIAYET.

[[Tau1e11b TPOBEPUIT OTYETHOCTD, EPECUNTAT KOHBEPTHI, MAPKH, TIEPEBOJIBI U
ocra’cs, B 001eM, noBosieH. Ho mepen orpe3nom, Oy 1ydn 4eIoBEKOM
JTFOOOMBITHBIM M IOTOIIHBIM, IIOMPOCKIT ITOKA3aTh €My «KMBOW MPOLIECCH.

— X041y ITIOCMOTpPETh, — F'OBOPUT, — KAaK BbI ITCbMa coptupyere. Kak
noctasisere. Beé-Taku kuBoe 00IIeHNE C HACEIEHUEM.

HauyanbHUK OYTHI, TOJCTHIM U MOTHBIA OT CTpaxa (MOTOMY YTO KaXIblid PEBU30P
17151 Hero ObL1 Kak bokuit rHeB), moBén LlIHumens mo otaeneHusm. o 10
y4yacTtka Mepkynoaa.

— A 9T0 Hal cTapelnii pabOTHUK, — OTPEKOMEH10BaJl HAaYaJIbHUK. —
MepxkynoB Cemén IletpoBud. Tpuanare yersipe roga. Hu ogHoi# sxano0sl.

[[Tannens nocMoTpen Ha MepKynoBa CKBO3b KPYTIJIbIE OUKH, U MEPKYIIOBY
MI0KA3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro CeM4ac NpOCBETAT PEHTIEHOM.



— OueHb npusATHO, — ckazai [lIuuiens. — A ckaxxure, Kojuiera, TpyAHO JHU B
HaIlle BpeMsl I0CTaBISITh KOPPECTIOHAEHIUIO?

— He tpynno, — otBeTrs1 MepkynoB, riisiist B CTOpoHy. — [IpuBbIUHO.

— A OBIBaIOT JI KypbE3bl? — HE YHUMAJICSA PEBU30P. — AHEKIOTUUYECKUE
ciaydau?

Mepxkynos mo6nennen. Emy nmokasanocsk, uro [lIaumens yxe Bc€ 3HaeT. Uto ouku
€ro He NEHCHE BOBCE, & PEHTT€HOBCKUI annapar, U 4TO Celdac noCaeqyeT
pa3o0naueHue, mo30p, TIOpbMa.

Ho TYT BMCHIAJICA HA4YaJIbHUK:

— Kakue kypbésbl, Ban KapioBnu? ¥V Hac BC€ no MHCTpYKUMU. MEPTBBIE AyIH,
WU3BUHUTE, HE BOJISITCS.

U 3acmessicst COOCTBEHHOM TITYTKeE.
[[TauEens Toxe yaplOHYJICS, HO Kak-To KpuBo. U yexan.

MepkyIoB ke, OCTaBIIMCH OJIUH, 100 CUIEN B CBOEH KaMOpKe, T/l Ha
KOJIOKOJIbHIO. 3BOHaph Makap, My4yuMbIi paJIuKyJIUTOM, OWJI B KOJIOKOJIA TaK, YTO
cTékia apoxanu. Kazanoch, Bcsi BceleHHasi HANOJHUIIACh MEAHBIM T'yJIOM, U B
ATOM T'yJie TOHYJIU BCE MBICIIH, BCE CTPAXH, BCE COMHEHHS.

VI
[Ipouwuto emé tpu roxaa.

Knasaus CtenaHoBHa coBCEM OclIeIlia, HO yiabl0anach Tenepsb Beeraa. Jlaxe Bo
cHe. Cocenu, 3aX01s K HEW, AUBY NaBAJIMCh: HA CTEHE, B PAMKE I10J] CTEKJIOM,
BUCEJH [THChbMA, BCE J10 OJJHOT0, TPUALATh ceMb ITYK. CTapyxa Benena npuouTh
UX TMOBBIIIE, YTOOBI HUKTO CIIy4ailiHO HE CMaxHYJ, U KaKJ0€ yTPO «UUTaJIa» UX
pyKaMH, BOJSI AIbLAMH 110 CTPOYKAM, KOTOPBIX HE BUAENA, HO KOTOPBIE TaBHO
3HAJIa Hau3yCTb.

— Bor Ilerenbka nuier, — rosopuia oHa Bomeamum. — Ko y HUX B KOy
nomén, OTIMYHUK. A Maiiia, Ta Mo Xx034iCTBy HOMOTaeT, MaMKe C ManKon
nojco0ssiet. TaHs, HeBeCTKa MOsl, MUIET MOKJIOH. XOpOIIast >KeHIIUHA,
3a00TIMBasl.

U Bce Bepuu. [loromy uTO HElb3si OBLJIO HE BEPUTH 3TOMY CBETY, UCXOJSAIEMY OT
CJICTION CTapyXH.



Mepkynos crapen. CnuHa 6os1enna, HOTY TyJelIH, U BCE Yalle 1o HoYam OH
MPOCHITNIAJICS OT MBICIH: «A 4TO, eciu oHa yMpET? YUTo Toraa aenats ¢ STUMU
nuceMamu? C Iletpom, ¢ Taneil, ¢ 1eTbMuU, KOTOPBIE )KUBYT TOJILKO Ha Oymare?»

On nonmpo6oBait 0610 cOaBUTH 000poThl. Hammucan oxnaxpl, uro [1éTp ¢ cembeit
nepeesxaet Ha JJanbHuil BoCcTOK, Ha cTpoiiKy. UTo TaM miioxas CBA3b, IUCEM
nonro He Oynet. Ho KnaBaus CtenaHoBHa BOCIIpUHSJIA 3TO HA yIUBIICHUE
CIIOKOWHO:

— Huuero, nuuero, CeméH IletpoBuu. [lonoxny. Mue He npuBbikats. ['1aBHOE,
YTO JKMBBI-310POBBI. A MOJ0XKAATh, 3TO 1 YMEIO.

W MepKyJsioB NOHsUI: MPpUAETCS BpaTh Aanblie. [lotomy 4To ecnu OH OCTaHOBUTCH,
oHa OyzeT )JaThk. byeT cuiets y OKHa, MIIsAs HEBUAALIMMU TJIa3aMH Ha JI0pOry,
U x1aTth. Y 310 okusianue yobeT e€ BepHee 0001 paBIibl.

On MpOoaAO0JIKUII ITNCATh.

A% 11
Cwmeptp npunuia k Kiiapnuu CtenaHoBHE THXO, IO-OCEHHEMY.

MepxkynoB 3acTai e€ cuasnieil Ha Kppuiblie. ['onoBa Obuta OTKMHYTa Ha 3a00p,
PYKH JIeKallM HA KOJIEHSX, a Ha Ty0ax 3acThlia yasiOka. OHa kak OyATo citymiana
YTO-TO, YETO HUKTO JAPYTrOi HE CIIbIIIAI.

MepkynoB noctosi, cHs1 dypaxky. [lotom Bomién B 1oM. B nome maxiio
s070kaMu U BOCcKOM. [IucpeMa Brcenu Ha CTeHE, pOBHO COPOK TpH IITYKU. Copok
Tpu nucbma ot [leTpa, KOTOpOro HUKOT 1A HE MHUCA.

MepkyIi0B B3sJ1 OJJHO, HayraJ, pa3BepHYIJL. «3IpaBCTBYH, MaMa...» — IIPOYUTAI OH
CBOI1 COOCTBEHHBIH, TaBHUI Touepk. W 3ammakas.

[Inakan oH 10JIr0, CUS HA JIABKE, TOKA 33 OKHOM HE CTEMHEJO, U KOJIOKOJbHS HE
yTOHyJa B cyMmepkax. [Imakan ot »kanoctu, OT yCcTajaocT, OT TOro, 4To Oosbliie
TPUALIATH JIET HOCHJI Yy)KHE NTMChMa, & CBOMX TaK U He Hanucall. 1 orroro, 4to Bce
nUChMa 3TU ObUIH, MOKaTyH, e IMHCTBEHHBIM HACTOSIIKM JIEJIOM B €T0 JKU3HU.

VIII

[Toxoponunnu KnaBauio CTenaHOBHY HAa MECTHOM KJIaI0HIIIE, 0] OepE30il.
Hapony coGpanocek HeMHOTO: coceau, 1Morl, 3BoHaph Makap u MepKkyJoB.

[Tocne moxopoH MepKyIioB 10Iro CHE HAa CKaMelKe y IepKBH. Makap, KpsxTs,
IPUMOCTHIICS PSAIOM.



— TwsI 5T0, — CcKa3aJs 3BOHAph, — HE yOuBaiics. Besk Tam Oyem.
— 3Haro, — OTBEeTHJ MepKyIioB.

— A nucbpMa Te, — NpoAoKuI Makap, T KyJ1a-To BOOK, 51 UX BCE MPOYMUTAIL.
Thl y>k U3BUHHU, clydaeM Bbiuio. CTtapyxa npocuiia, 4Tod st BHYIIUTEIbHEE YUTAl,
KOI'/Ia OHa nanblieM Boaut. Hy, s u yuran.

MepkyJi0B B3IpOTHYII.
— Taxk TbI... 3HA0?

— A yero TyT 3HaTh? — ynuBuics Makap. — 4 x He cienoil. 1 e rimyxoii. Thl,
KOI'/Ia MUCbMa COYMHS, sl BCE C KOJIOKOJIbHU BUAEN. Y T€0S OKHO MPSMO HA MEHS
BbIXOUT. CUIUIIb, MUILIENIb, I3bIK BBICYHEIIb. [IpsAMO Kak MKOHA «Y MUIICHHEY.

MepkyiioB Mo4anl.

— Tw1 He Ootics, — ckazan Makap. — S Hukomy. A 3a ctapyxy cnacu6o. OHa
MOCJIETHUE TOJIbl CHACTINBAs OblIa. A cHacThe, OHO, 3HACIIIb... OHO JIFOOOM MPaB/IbI
JIOPOKE.

On BcTan, noxJyonaia MepkysoBa Mo miedy 1, IpuxpambiBasi, TOOpEN K
KOJIOKOJIBHE.

A MepkynoB Bc€ cuien, U CHJIEN, TIOKa JIyHa He BBINOJI3NIA U3-3a Ty4 U He 3aJInJja
ropoa N. MEPTBEHHBIM, XOJIOJAHBIM CBETOM. V1 B 3TOM CBET€ MOYTAIBOH BAPYT
yBHJIEN €05l CO CTOPOHBI: MaJIEHbKOI'0, CTOPOJIEHHOTO YeJIOBeKa B Ka3€HHOM
IIMHENN, KOTOPbI NECATUICTUIMU HOCUII Uy>KH€ HOBOCTH, a MO KOHEIl KU3HU
BBIIyMaJI LIETYIO0 CEMBIO, LIETYIO KHU3Hb, IeJIbIi MUpP, 4TOOBI OJHA CJenas cTapyxa
ymepJa ¢ yJIbIOKOM.

IX
Yepes nepemo MepKyoB ofan 3asiBICHHE 00 yXOe.

HavanpHHK yAMBHICS, HO OTTOBApUBATh HE CTaj. BeImucan npemuto, ckazai
cnacu6o 3a 10aryio ciyx0y. MepkynoB coOpai cBoii ckap0, OTJISTHY KaMOPKY
IPY TI0YTE, OKHO Ha KOJIOKOJILHIO, IIPOJIABICHHBIN CTYJI, YePHIIIBHUILY, U BBIIIEI
Ha YIIUILY.

[Ién noxae. Takoii ke, Kak B TOT JANEKUN OKTAOPH, KOTJa BCE HAYAJIOCH.
MepkynoB n€nai mno jgyxam, 1 HOTH €ro, Ka3ajaoCh, HECJIU €r0 CaMu, TIOMUMO
BOJiM. Ml mpuHECIN K TOMUKY Ha OKpauHe.



JIOMHK CTOSUT IMMyCTOM, € 3aK0JIOYEHHBIMU cTaBHsIMU. KanuTka Obliia mpuBs3aHa
BepEBKOM. MepKyJIOB MMOCTOSUI, MOTONTAJICSA U BAPYT MoJie3 B kKapMmaH. Tam nexano
nucbMo. Camoe nocnienee. OH Hamucan ero Buepa, cam He 3Hask 3aUeM.

«31paBcTBYM, MamMa, — ObLI0 TaMm. — [lumy Tebe u3 BrnaguBoctoka. Y Hac BcE
xopou1o. Kouist 3akOHUMIT KOy ¢ OTAMYMEM, Mailia BbIlJIa 3aMyK 3a JIETUHKA.
Tansa mnét nokIoH. S ckopo nmpueny. Thl TONBKO KAW».

MepkyJioB pa3opBall KOHBEPT, pa30pBaj MUCbMO, Pa30pBaJl HA MEJIKUE KIIOYKH U
Opocuin B myky. bymara Hamok:1a, pacnoJiziach, 1 OYKBbI MOIIBLUINA, CMEITUBASCH C
IpSI3bIO.

— Ilpoctu, Knaaus CremanoBHa, — cka3an MepkynoB. — He ymero st BpaTh 6€3
TeOSI.

N nomén npoub, HE OrJIsAIBIBASICH.

X
Ho »T0 emé »e xoHerr.

Uepes mecstr B ropoae N. o0bsBuiics yenoBek. @amumus ero Oblia
Kopob6eitnukos, 3Banu [letpom CrenanoBuueM, 1 ObLIT OH IIpesicTaBbTe cede! —
’KUBOW M HACTOSLIMIA, C HAIIMBKaMH 33 paHeHUs 1 opAeHoM ClaBbl Ha TPYIH.

[Ipuexan oH Ha MOOBIBKY, a 320/IHO pa3bICKaTh MaTh. OKa3bIBaeTCs, BCE ATO BpeMs
OH JIeKaJl B TOCIIUTAJISAX, TOTOM IOl B TUIEH, O€kall, BOeBaJl B MapTH3aHaXx,
CHOBa ObLT paHEH, CHOBA TOCIUTAJb, U TOJBKO TEIEPb, UePe3 CTOJBKO JIET,
J00pascs 10 POJHBIX MECT.

Cocenu axuynu. [loBenu ero Ha knaaobumie. [1érp CTenaHoBUY MOCTOST Y MOTHJIBI,
MOKJIOHHUJICS, TTOTOM TTOMIEN B oM. B 1oMe Bc€ ObLIO TO-TIpEKHEMY: HKOHBI, CTOJI,
JIaBKa U HA CTEHE JIECSITKU MUCEM B PaMKaXx MOJI CTEKJIOM.

[Térp CrenanoBuY CHsT OHO, TpounTain. CHsI Apyroe, Tperbe. Yuran 10aro, u
JIMIIO €r0 MEHSUIOCh, CTAHOBSICH TO O€JbIM, KaK Mell, TO KpaCHbIM, Kak KyMad.

— KT0 nucan? — crnpocuit oH XpUILIO.
Cocenn neperisiHyIuch.

— Tak nouyranboH, — ckazanu. — MepkysoB CeméH IletpoBuy. Tonapko oH
YBOJIMJICA. Y eXall, TOBOPAT, B Topol. Kyaa IMEHHO HUKTO HE 3HAET.

[Térp CTenanoBUY CIOXKWII MUChMA, TTepeBsi3all 0€4EBKOM 1 yexasl Ha CTaHIIMIO.
Hckan nmu oH MepkyiioBa, HaIIEN JIX PO TO UCTOpUsA ymManuuBaeT. Ho roBopsT,
YTO B TOT K€ JIEHb U3 ropoAa N. OTHpaBUIM CTPAHHYIO TEJIErpaMMy Ha UMs
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Hekoero MepkysoBa, Ceména [letpoBuua, 10 BocTpeOboBaHus. TeKCT €€ HUKTO He
3HAET, HO TOYTOBBIN CITyKalllMi, OTIaBaBIINHI TeJlerpaMmy, OOKUIICS, YTO
HUKOTI/Ia HE BUJIEJ, YTOOBI YEJIOBEK TaK IIaKal, TEKCT TeJIErPAMMBbI.

XI

A MepkynoB o0bsiBIICS uepe3 nosiroaa. B ropoae M., KoTopblit ObLT O0JIbIIIE
ropoaa N., HO HU4eM, BOPOUYEM, OT HETO HE OTINYAJICSA, KPOME pa3Be 4TO pa3mepa.
Kun oH B KOMMYHAJIKe, CHUMAJI YTOJI Y CTapyXH - CallOKHUIbL, U paboTa
HOYHBIM CTOPOEM B OBOIIHOM JIaBKE.

JIHéM OH cmail, a HOUbIO cujiel ¢ OHAPEM U TIIA/IeN Ha KalyCcTy, MOPKOBb U
KapToumky. M Mepemunocy eMy UHOT/1a, YTO KalyCTHbIE KOYaHbl — 3TO TOJIOBbI
JII0JIeH, @ MOPKOBB UX MaJIbI[bl, U YTO BCE OHU KIAYT OT HETO MUCEM, HOBOCTEH,
BECTOUKH.

Ho mmicem 0osibliie HE mUcall.

['oBOpAT, 4TO OJIMH pa3 K HEMY IIpHE3Kal YEJIOBEK C HAIMBKAMU 34 PAHEHUS, C
opaenom Cnasel. [Ipocuzaen Bcro HOUb B cTopoxkke. O 4€M OHU TOBOPUIIH, TO
HEBeOMO. TOJNBKO IO YTPO YEJIOBEK BBILIEIN, CEJI B TEJIETy U yexan. A Mepkynos
ocTaJcs CUJIETh C POHApEM, U JIMLIO Y HEro ObUIO Takoe, OYJATO BHYTPU Y HETO
3QKIJIM MAJICHBKYIO JIAMIIOUKY, KOTOPYIO HE BUJIHO CHapy»H, HO CBET OT HEE UIET
TEMJIbIN, POBHBIM.

W o ceii neHb, TOBOPAT CTAPOKUIIbI, B OBOIIIHOM JIaBKE ropoaa M. mo Houam
roput cBeT. 1 ecnu mopoiTu mooamxe, MOKHO pas3TiisieTh B OKOIIIKE
cropOaennyto Gurypy ¢ honapém. Ourypa CUAUT HEMOABUKHO, TS/ HA KOYaHbI
KaITyCThI, U KQKETCSI, 4TO OHA YEeTO-TO KAET. MOXKET ObITh, mUChMa. MOXKET OBITH,
gyna. A MOXKET OBbITh, MPOCTO HOBOTO JHS, YTOOBI CHOBA 3a)K€4b 3TOT MAJICHbKHA,
HUKOMY HE HYXKHBII, HO TaKOH TEMIBIA CBET, KOTOPBIH JIFOIU HA3bIBAIOT JIIOOOBBIO.

Bnpouewm, 06 atoM mrycTh cyasat hustocodsl. [louranboHbl ke, HACTOSIINE
MOYTATLOHBI, 3HAIOT OJTHO: HET TAKOH TSHKECTH, KOTOPYIO HEIb3s OBLIO OBl
JIOHECTH JI0 a/ipecaTa, €CJIi Ha KOHBEPTE CTOUT MM YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBINA TeOs
JKIET.
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